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Many people, when they hear the word apologet-
ics, really don't have much of a sense of what it is
all about. And even for those who do have some
idea, most see it to be such a complicated and
deep topic that they would never really make any
effort themselves to engage non-believers in an
apologetic process. Beyond that, even most of
those who might make some effort are only able
to do it at a superficial level.

It seems that, for the most part, those who do
engage it are a "special breed" of Christian. So
what's going on here? The Bible clearly teaches
us that we, as Christians, should always be ready
to make a defense of our faith. In 1 Peter 3:15, the
apostle Peter tells his readers to, "Always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks
you to give the reason for the hope that you have."
So why is this such a difficult thing?

What Is Apologetics?
Before we get very deep into this topic, we really
need to pause and understand exactly what it is
we are talking about. First, apologetics has no
relationship to apologizing for our faith. This word
comes from the Greek apologia which simply
means "speaking in defense of something." Es-
sentially, it is a defense of our faith.

One of the things about this topic that is scary to
many people is that, in modern times, apologetics
has become an actual academic discipline that
has some very deep and complex elements. This
is not a bad thing. In fact, it is absolutely wonderful
that Christian academics have thought this deeply
about why our Christian faith is a reasonable

belief system and have shared this information with
the broader body of Christ.

That said, giving an apologia does not have to be that
complicated. If you know Christ in a personal relation-
ship, simply sharing how Christ has changed your life
and that you know, without any doubt whatsoever, that
he is Lord, you have made a step in defense of your
faith. As you interact with people, simply learning how
to answer the questions they have about our faith
moves that process forward even more. You don't
have to get into formal debates and academic discus-
sions to be a very effective apologist.

Traditional Approaches to Apologetics
That said, as you become more knowledgeable about
your faith, you should be able to engage ever more
complex elements of that defense. This is where learn-
ing some of the more traditional aspects of the aca-
demic elements of apologetics can be helpful and
useful. Let's take just a moment and look at some of
the approaches modern apologists use to defend our
faith.

While apologetics encompasses answering virtually
every attack that can be imagined against Christianity,
there are several major approaches that modern apol-
ogists tend to use. They use:
* natural theology to establish Theism as the correct
worldview,
* historical and other inductive arguments to assert the
truth of Christianity,
* numerous types of data to show that the Christian
faith explains reality better than alternative explana-
tions, and
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* the argument that all meaning and
thought logically presupposes the
existence of God.
These approaches tend to be the
main ones used by modern Chris-
tian apologists to defend our faith.

How Worldview Interacts with
Apologetics
Interestingly, for the most part,
apologetics is associated with a
type of argumentation which puts
the Christian on the defensive. That
is, a skeptic gives a reason why the
Christian faith is not true, and the
Christian tries to respond with an
answer which shows that the skep-
tic is wrong. Of course, there are
times when it is good and appropri-
ate to answer skeptics in this way.
The Christian faith is the truth about
reality and the arguments of nay-
sayers can be answered logically.

That said, there is another way to
deal with the attacks of skeptics,
and that is to point out the flaws in
the belief system of the skeptics
themselves. When a person attacks
Christianity, they begin with the un-
derlying assumption that the Chris-
tian faith is wrong and that their own
belief system is right. Thus, if you
can show that their assumptions do
not reflect reality, their entire argu-
ment goes down the tube. This
moves us to an approach which is
offensive in nature rather than de-
fensive.

The means for doing this is based
on an understanding of the concept
of worldview. By understanding the
various worldview categories, it be-
comes possible to dig into each of
them and question their assump-
tions.

Every worldview, without exception,
is built on a faith foundation. This
does not mean that there is no evi-
dence available to demonstrate the
truth of a belief system. It is just that
when dealing with religious beliefs,

the evidence is not limited to what can
be demonstrated empirically. In fact, a
skeptic who attacks the Christian faith
is doing so based on the beliefs of a
different faith. And if that faith can be
shown to be invalid, their attack falls
apart.

How to Use Worldview Concepts to
Go on the Offensive
Using worldview concepts in the apol-
ogetics process begins with identifying
the skeptic's authority source. Every
person has some reason they believe
their beliefs are true, and the source
for their reason is their authority
source. Possibilities include human
reason, human experience, human
tradition, and revelation from God.
Once you know the authority source,
you can begin investigating its truthful-
ness. Since the Christian faith repre-
sents the way reality is actually
structured, that means every other be-
lief system in existence is not true. And
anything that is not true can be shown
to be untrue.

It is not the purpose of this article to go
into great depth about how to do this.
That would require a prohibitively long
explanation about worldview in gener-
al, an explanation of the Christian
worldview with its strengths, and the
weaknesses of non-Christian beliefs.
By way of a quick explanation, though,
this means learning how to ask ques-
tions of the skeptic which will force
them to answer in ways which expose
the problems in their own belief sys-
tem. (The MarketFaith Ministries web-
site has many articles and other
resources which deal with this more
fully, and I recommend that you go and
explore what is there. We are also able
to do live, in-person training for
churches and other Christian organi-
zations on this topic.)

Go on the Offensive Without Being
Offensive
There is one more thing that needs to
be said as it relates to this topic. In the
Christian faith, it is not okay to do the
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right thing for the wrong reason.
Wrong attitudes are sin, and sin can-
not accomplish the purpose of God.
Even if you argue and win your argu-
ment, God will not bless you if you do
it with wrong intentions. When you
engage the skeptic, go for the win,
but always do it out of a heart of love
for the person who is far away from
God.

In the beginning we quoted 1 Peter
3:15 and noted that the apostle ad-
monished his readers to "Always be

prepared to give an answer to every-
one who asks you to give the reason
for the hope that you have." But it is
important to note that he didn't stop
there. He went on to say, "But do this
with gentleness and respect, keeping
a clear conscience, so that those
who speak maliciously against your
good behavior in Christ may be
ashamed of their slander." We do
need to be prepared to stand strong
for our faith. And when we do, God
will use us to bring even skeptics to
himself.
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