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There is some actual way reality is structured and
it is not structured any other way. What does that
mean?

* God either exists or he doesn't. It can’t be both.

* If he does exist, he exists in some very partic-
ular form and not any other.

* If he doesn'’t exist, there is some very specific
organizing principle for the universe.

* Human beings have a particular kind of exis-
tence and whatever that is it doesn’t have any
other form.

* There is only one actual ultimate expression of
purpose or meaning that it is possible for
human beings to attain. Whatever that is, all
other possibilities are pure fantasy.

Because of the nature of a worldview, it is impos-
sible to get at any of these matters using empirical
science. Science can be one of the lines of evi-
dence used to evaluate for truth, but it cannot
positively prove anything related to the ultimate
matters of our existence.

That being the case, we must use other lines of
evidence to get at the answers to life’'s most
essential questions. One of the most profound
evidential arguments is based on human experi-
ence. As human beings, every person, without
exception, experiences life in a particular manner.
Different people evaluate those experiences
based on varying worldview presuppositions, but
the experiences themselves transcend the vari-
ous beliefs. EVERYONE experiences life in a
particular way. There are many experiences we
could detail, but the following nine are some of the
most profound.
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1. We experience life as personal, self-aware be-
ings.

As human beings, we are consciously aware of our
own existence.

2. We have a sense of transcendence.

Most human beings acknowledge a sense that some-
thing exists beyond the material universe. This has
been true across cultures and throughout time in every
part of the world.

3. We experience life in relationships.

Humans have a need for relationship which goes
beyond mere biological necessity. This need is seen
in the desire we have for human interaction as well as
in selfless acts towards others.

4. We experience life based in spiritual qualities.
There are human only characteristics which go be-
yond mechanistic biological function. These include
such characteristics as creativity, self-consciousness,
self-determination, analytical ability, etc.

5. We experience life based on natural laws.

It is apparent and undeniable that the operation of the
material universe is based on natural laws. It is possi-
ble for human beings to work with the laws to create
benefit for themselves, but is impossible to operate
outside of them.

6. We are capable of knowledge.
Human beings have a unique ability to hold and self-
consciously use knowledge.
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7. We have a sense of morality.

All humans live life based on some
system of morality. Different people
may define morality differently and
may even disregard what they believe
to be right. But the sense is operative
regardless.

8. We experience time as linear.
Human beings experience time
based on movement from past to
present to future.

9. We experience the world as ob-
jective.

Every human being lives life as if the
world exists as an objective reality.
Regardless of any philosophical at-
tempt to define it in another way, they
must live “as if” it is true.

How People Evaluate These Expe-
riences

In spite of the fact that everyone ex-
periences life the same way, these
experiences are evaluated differently
based on the worldview presupposi-
tions people hold. Let's look at the
four worldviews and see how their
beliefs match up with human experi-
ence.

Naturalism

Naturalism is the belief that there is
no such thing as a supernatural reali-
ty. As such, human beings are under-
stood to be purely physical animals
which came into being by means of
natural biological evolution. This be-
lief has particular implications regard-
ing their beliefs about the nature of
the human person.

Human Experience: Do naturalistic
worldview beliefs match up with how
human beings experience reality?

1. We are personal, self-aware be-
ings.

No - Naturalistic beliefs rely com-
pletely on Darwinistic evolution to ex-
plain their belief about human
self-awareness. The big problem is,
its assumptions are based purely on
faith. There is no scientific evidence
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to show that naturalistic evolution can
account for this characteristic. Natu-
ralists must live life “as if’ they are
personal, self-aware beings while
their doctrine tries to explain it away.

2. We have a sense of transcendence.
No - Naturalists may acknowledge
this “sense” of transcendence, but
assert that it is actually nothing more
than a biologically evolved survival
mechanism. There is, however, no
science to back up this evolutionary
claim. But since belief in anything
supernatural is dismissed out of
hand, there is no other possibility.

3. We live life in relationships.

No - In Naturalism, relationships are
acknowledged to exist but are seen
only as biological necessities (to con-
tinue the species) rather than as cor-
responding with any actual spiritual
connection between individuals.
There is no scientific basis for this
doctrinal claim, but Naturalists have
no choice but to live life “as if” person-
al relationships are actually self-con-
scious, self-determined realities.

4. We have spiritual qualities.

No - “Spiritual qualities” (elements of
human experience which cannot be
scientifically quantified) are acknowl-
edged by Naturalists to exist. Howev-
er, they are touted to be naturally
evolved physiological elements.
Again, there is no scientific proof that
Naturalists are able to point to in de-
fending this belief.

5. We live life based on natural laws.
Yes - In naturalistic belief, natural
laws are considered to be able to
explain all of reality. This assertion is
considered to be absolute and is
based on human observation of the
universe in action. However, there is
no scientific basis for positively affirm-
ing that the natural universe is all that
exists.
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6. We are capable of knowledge.

No - Human knowledge is recognized
to exist, but is seen purely as the
physiological ability to store and re-
trieve information using a biological
computer (the human brain). There is
no scientific data to support this be-
lief. It is based purely on the philo-
sophical presupposition that the
supernatural does not exist.

7. We have a sense of morality.

No - A sense of right and wrong is
acknowledged to exist in humans but
is regarded as nothing more than an
evolutionary development meant to
promote the survival of the species. It
does not correspond with any kind of
self-conscious, objective reality.
There is no scientific basis for this
assertion, but all Naturalists live life
“as if” there is an objective morality at
some level.

8. We experience time as linear.

Yes - Time is one of the essential
elements of physical reality. As such,
Naturalism wholeheartedly embraces
humanity’s experience of time to the
point that it is one of the cornerstones
of the worldview. This belief is based
on the philosophical presupposition
that the natural universe is all that
exists.

9. We experience world as objective.
Yes - The physical universe is consid-
ered to be the ultimate form of reality.

Animism

Animism is a worldview system which
acknowledges many gods/spirits who
are functionally interactive with the
material universe. Interaction with
various spirit beings is conceived of
as a symbiotic set of relationships
which cross between the physical and
the spirit worlds. The work of humans
is to offer prayers and offerings in
order to meet the needs of the spirit
beings in the spirit world. In turn, they
will cause good to happen to the indi-
viduals in the material world. This
works the other way, as well. If the
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humans don’t do the right things the
spirit beings will cause bad things to
happen.

Human Experience: Do animistic
worldview beliefs match up with how
human beings experience reality?

1. We are personal, self-aware be-
ings.

Yes - Animistic belief systems as-
sume humans are personal, self-
aware beings, but can point to no
particular reason why this is true. The
basis for making this assertion comes
simply by observing how individual
humans live life in the world.

2. We have a sense of transcendence.
Yes - A sense of transcendence is
assumed to be true based strictly on
human experience. It is expressed by
adherent’s respect and homage to
the spirits and gods they recognize.
There is, however, no basis for ac-
knowledging any particular spiritual
beings. Thus, the sense of transcen-
dence provides us with no material
justification for any particular belief.

3. We live life in relationships.

Yes - The fact of the existence of
actual, self-conscious human rela-
tionships is assumed in animistic be-
lief. There is, though, no justification
for believing this. It is simply the de-
fault situation which is observed in
human society.

4. We have spiritual qualities.
Partially - While spiritual qualities are
naturally expressed in the mundane
experiences of life, they are not ac-
knowledged or expressed in ways
which allow animistic cultures to
move beyond primitive life circum-
stances. Whenever there is a prob-
lem or issue that needs to be solved,
the solution is understood to be relat-
ed to appeasing offended spirits rath-
er than in using human spiritual
qualities to find answers. As such, the
spiritual qualities, which are innate in
humanity, are minimized and not fully
acknowledged.



5. We live life based on natural laws.

Partially - Animist’'s embrace of natural law is mitigat-
ed by the belief that spirits also engage the physical
world and influence what happens. While Animists,
in many respects, live “as if’ the world operates by
natural law, they also assign supernatural causation
to matters which may actually be explainable by
science. The determination is made strictly based on
whether or not they are able to intellectually under-
stand the cause. Thus, their understanding of reality
is skewed by not being able to effectively distinguish
between the natural and the supernatural.

6. We are capable of knowledge.

Partially - Animists assume that human beings are
capable of knowledge as it relates to the routine
elements of life. But things which lie beyond their
limited knowledge is automatically attributed to su-
pernatural causes. As such, Animists do not tend to
seek natural answers for anything they do not al-
ready understand. This lack of ability to distinguish
between the natural and the supernatural is prob-
lematic because it becomes difficult to distinguish
between fantasy and reality.

7. We have a sense of morality.

Yes - Human morality is considered to be an integral
part of the way the universe operates. Essentially,
human actions which create problems in the spirit
world are considered immoral and those which pro-
mote harmony in the spirit world are moral. The way
humans discern the difference is to observe their
own world. If bad things begin happening it can be
assumed that some bad act has occurred and must
be corrected. When things are going well, this indi-
cates people are living out a proper morality.

8. We experience time as linear.

Yes - Animists assume a linear understanding of
time, as this seems to be the natural default of
human experience. That said, there is no justification
for this assumption.

9. We experience the world as objective.

Partially - Animists embrace belief in an objective
world because of their observation of the universe in
action. At the same time, the spirit world is also
acknowledged to be an objective reality which in-
trudes into the physical world in particular ways.
There is, however, no means of affirming or justifying
the way this interaction takes place other than by
their philosophical presuppositions.

Far Eastern Thought

Far Eastern Thought (FET) originated, and is most
prominent, in the Far East — thus the name. This
worldview does not distinguish between the secular
and the divine (pantheism) and teaches that all of
reality is composed of, and reducible to, a single
substance (monism). A more technical description
would be pantheistic monism. It asserts that there is
no personal god and that the essence of reality is
composed of an impersonal life force which is con-
stantly moving toward unity.

Human Experience: Do FET worldview beliefs match
up with how human beings experience reality?

1. We are personal, self-aware beings.

No - Those who follow FET live life “as if’ human
beings are personal, self-aware creatures yet their
doctrine asserts that the material universe is an illu-
sion. They believe that ultimately every element of
reality is impersonal — including what seems to be
personal about humanity.

2. We have a sense of transcendence.

No - Far Eastern Thought believes in the existence of
a transcendent reality but it defines that existence as
strictly impersonal. Since reality is understood to be
strictly impersonal, human beings must also ultimate-
ly be impersonal and an individual's self-awareness
of this sense must be an illusion.

3. We live life in relationships.

No - Since relationships can only exist in a personal
and material reality, and since FET asserts that mate-
rial reality and personality do not reflect ultimate
reality, the idea of personal human relationships is, in
an ultimate sense, meaningless. Humans do, howev-
er, live “as if” relationships are important. There is no
objective evidence to back up the FET point of view
and even if there were it would be dismissed as
illusory.

4. We have spiritual qualities.

No - The spiritual qualities we experience as human
beings are personal qualities and FET believers ex-
press these in daily life as a part of their human
existence. Doctrinally, though, they assert that ulti-
mate reality is impersonal. Since the life force is
impersonal in an absolute sense, and spiritual quali-
ties are essentially personal, these must be under-
stood to be an illusion.

5. We live life based on natural laws.
No - FET asserts that ultimate reality is the imperson-
al life force and that the natural universe is not a true



expression of that reality. Since the material uni-
verse is the only place natural laws have any mean-
ing, the very concept is meaningless.

6. We are capable of knowledge.

No - Since knowledge is an expression of personality
and ultimate reality is impersonal, we are once again
faced with a human characteristic that does not
mesh with FET doctrine. FET considers human
knowledge to ultimately be illusory.

7. We have a sense of morality.

No - In FET doctrine, right and wrong do not exist in
an ultimate sense. The cosmos is understood to be
perpetually in a state of perfection with karma contin-
ually balancing everything out. Morality is an expres-
sion of personality and must be considered an
illusion.

8. We experience time as linear.

No - FET believers live daily life “as if’ the existence
of past, present and future are a reality. However,
FET doctrine asserts that reality exists in a state of
eternity and operates cyclically. Since time is a func-
tion of material reality and is experienced in a linear
fashion, it is understood to be an illusion.

9. We experience the world as objective.

No - Even though FET believers live in the world “as
if” it is an objective reality, its doctrine asserts that
the material universe is illusory.

Theism

Theism is the belief that there is an actual, infinite
and transcendent God who is responsible for creat-
ing and sustaining the material universe. God is
generally understood to be a person, though of a
higher order than humanity. For the most part, theis-
tic groups depend on some kind of revelation to
support their positions. This is understood to be
possible because, as a person, God is able to com-
municate instructions to mankind. It is up to humans,
then, to receive and follow this revelation in order to
please God.

Human Experience: Do theistic worldview beliefs
match up with how human beings experience reality?
1. We are personal, self-aware beings.

Yes - In all theistic belief systems, God is revealed to
be a person who created mankind with personal,
self-aware characteristics. This matches with how
humans experience the human condition.

2. We have a sense of transcendence.

Yes - Theistic belief systems understand God to be
a transcendent person based on his revelation of
himself to mankind. Human beings are seen to be
creatures who were created with the ability to recog-
nize God’s existence. Human experience across
time and cultures acknowledges this kind of under-
standing about God and is an affirmation that tran-
scendent reality actually exists.

3. We live life in relationships.

Yes - The particulars of the way relationships are
understood to operate vary based on the specific
form of Theism being dealt with. But almost without
exception, theistic belief systems affirm a God who
operates in some kind of relationship with mankind.
It also affirms that the human creature was created
to live in relationships with other human beings and
it sanctions various societal institutions to support
these relationships.

4. We have spiritual qualities.

Yes - In theistic systems, God is revealed to be a
spiritual being who made mankind as a creature who
has the spiritual qualities that humans exhibit. This
matches up with the way human beings experience
their own personhood.

5. We live life based on natural laws.

Yes - Theistic beliefs affirm that material reality is
based on a fixed set of natural laws, while also
acknowledging that God can intervene in material
reality without upsetting the operation of those laws.
This matches up with the way human beings experi-
ence life on earth.

6. We are capable of knowledge.

Yes - Theism asserts that God created mankind with
the ability to have knowledge. This matches up with
the way human beings experience material life.

7. We have a sense of morality.

Yes - In theism, God is revealed to be a being with a
particular character which defines the boundaries of
morality. This morality is shared with mankind
through revelation. The specifics of the revelation
may vary based on the particulars of each theistic
system, but it is not the differences between systems
that is important at this point as much as the fact of
its existence. As an extension of that, mankind is
understood to have a sense of that morality as an
innate part of his being. This also matches up with
the way human beings experience life.



8. We experience time as linear.

Yes - In theistic belief systems, God is typically
revealed to have established the material universe
as a time based reality which moves from past to
present to future. This is, certainly, how human
beings experience time.

9. We experience the world as objective.

Yes - Theism asserts that God is an actual objective
person who has created an objective material reality.
Our human experience affirms the objectivity of the
world we live in.

What We Can Know

By comparing the beliefs of the various worldview
systems to the way human beings actually experi-
ence life in the world, it becomes obvious that the
only worldview which matches up with our experi-
ence is Theism. The rest, at some point, must affirm
beliefs which call into question the way humans
experience life. Thus, we can legitimately come to
the conclusion that the truth about reality falls some-
where within a theistic framework.

This does not mean, however, that all theistic belief
systems represent the truth. In fact, the various
theistic systems literally propose different gods who
have different characteristic and purposes. Only one
God is actual, and he exists as a being with particu-
lar characteristics and purposes. All other character-
izations of God, then, are necessarily false. Testing
for truth in Theism requires we look at each belief
system.

It is not the purpose of this article to explore that
matter. All we are trying to do here is narrow the
scope of our search to move us in the right direction.
Exploring further requires that we delve more into
the arena of apologetics. We can say, though, that
the Christian faith is the one belief system which
represents truth. Every other one can be demon-
strated false based on historical or logical problems.

The God of the Bible is an objectively real person
and he has revealed himself to us. We can have total
confidence that this is the truth.

MarketFaith Ministries exists to equip Christians
to become more knowledgeable of and confident in
their Christian faith by providing worldview training.
We have resources to help individuals as well as
the ability to train congregations to stand strong for
Christ in our rapidly declining society. Contact us
today at 850-383-9756 or info@marketfaith.org and

let’s discuss how to bring this cutting edge training to
you. Also, be sure and check out the free worldview
training resources as well as those available for
purchase on the MarketFaith Ministries website at
www.marketfaith.org.

Obviously, you are a person who has a particular
interest in spiritual growth or you would not be pay-
ing attention to this newsletter. And as you know,
that is also our passion — to build the body of Christ
by equipping the saints for ministry. As we work to
provide resources, we could use your help. Would
you consider supporting the ministry financially to
help us in this endeavor? And since MarketFaith
Ministries is a 501 (c) (3) not for profit corporation,
your contributions are tax deductible. If you would
consider this and would like to know more about
how we are looking to move forward, it would be my
pleasure to share with you personally what we are
working on and how you can plug in. | can be
reached at 850-383-9756 or by e-mail at
Freddy@marketfaith.org. As for any donations, they
may be sent directly to MarketFaith Ministries at
321 Anton Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32312, or you can
contribute through our secure website at
www.marketfaith.org. Simply click on the “Donate”
button at the bottom of the homepage. We are
deeply grateful for your support of this ministry.

Also, if you have any thoughts, opinions or sugges-
tions about how MarketFaith Ministries can help
you, please feel free, at any time, to call (850-383-
9756) or e-mail (info@marketfaith.org). We are here
to serve you.




